. Details of all samples used in the study. Samples are ordered by Whale ID, an alphanumeric code corresponding to an unpublished photoidentification catalogue. Movement patterns denote if the whale is known to date to move between Icelandic summer-spawning herring overwintering and spawning grounds throughout the year (A), only encountered in one location (B) or between Iceland in winter and Scotland in summer (C). The actual location and season of the sampling are given as Grund./Winter for Grundarfjörđur and Kolgrafafjörđur (herring overwintering grounds) and as Vestm./ Summer for Vestmannaeyjar (herring spawning grounds). Sex class is given as Male (M) or Female (F). Storage is denoted as Ethanol (E) or frozen (F).
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